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Tramm : Az's choice: Fund schools, or prisons
JENNIFER TRAMM
Tucson Citizen

Something insidious is happening to higher education in Arizona.

Inadequate funding by our Legislature is hampering the University of Arizona's ability to hire and keep

faculty and staff.

Neglecting to fund education, from kindergarten to college, affects more than the students.

Crime rates are higher in poorly educated

populations. Indigent health care costs rise. Both

outcomes affect everyone.

The point of having a university is to teach those

who wish to learn. But if those who would teach

and those who would support them are fewer and

unhappy, then the university and its students will

suffer.

Building repairs will slow down. Instructors will be

stretched so thin that student learning could be

compromised. Faculty will leave.

The UA has 42 fewer staff and faculty members

funded by the state than it had in August, according

to a Feb. 22 report in the Arizona Daily Wildcat.

University President Robert Shelton said in a Feb. 21 statement that the university will limit hiring to

positions that are "most critical to the operations of the university" for the rest of the fiscal year, which ends

June 30.

Shelton told me that the UA's state payroll is $5 million less than it was in October and, while fiscal 2009

has not yet been decided, he said, "We're bracing ourselves for a cut."

He added that, while the UA faculty are very loyal, "I worry in the long run, if we don't have competitive

salaries, we're going to lose top people, whether they're top researchers or top teachers or both."

The UA Faculty Retention/ Loss Report 2007 shows that faculty are being recruited away with salary offers

averaging 34 percent higher than the salaries they were paid at UA.

Institutions that lured away our talented faculty range from Brown, Harvard and Duke universities to state

universities in California, Pennsylvania, Texas and elsewhere.

Some faculty left for higher salaries at corporations, such as Intuit, which makes software.

A significant number of UA employees - 39 percent of appointed professional staff and 34.4 percent of

classified staff - were unsatisfied with their pay, said a report last spring by the UA Millennium Project

Action Committee.

The big question is how much Arizona and taxpayers value higher education.

In the decade since 1998, the Legislature has increased funding of universities by 45 percent and of

community colleges by 42 percent - even as it raised funding for the Department of Corrections by 103

percent.

The Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System's funding increased by 164 percent.

That's backwards. Many people wouldn't need AHCCCS if they had a better education, which would get them

better jobs, hopefully with benefits.

But the Legislature does not seem to value education.

Arizona ranked 49th in the nation in K-12 per-student spending in 2006,the U.S. Census reported this

month. The national average was $9,138 per student. Arizona spent $6,472 per student.
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University of Arizona President Robert Shelton say
that, while the UA faculty are very loyal, "I worry in
the long run, if we don't have competitive salaries,
we're going to lose top people, whether they're top
researchers or top teachers or both."

STORY TOOLS

Bookmark & share this story

E-Mail this story

Print this story

Letters to the editor

RELATED STORIES

UA professor salaries above national average

MORE BY JENNIFER TRAMM

Tramm : Looking back at an eventful year

Home vs. dorms

MOST COMMENTED STORIES TODAY

Mine opposed; much of copper for Asia

Rio Nuevo: another year and little...

Gulp! Gas above $4 a gallon as oil...

Our Opinion: Arizona needs Napolitano a...

Man killed in possible home invasion...

The big debate: Obama vs. McCain: Will...

Boat propeller kills woman at Lake...

Missed chances for Wildcat baseball

Woman ejected, dies when her SUV rolls

Neuharth: Pro-Obama child sizes up...

javascript:registration.register()
javascript:registration.login()
http://www.tucson.com/ezaccess/
http://www.tucson.com/ezaccess/
http://www.tucson.com/ezaccess/
http://tucson.com/classified
http://www.tucson.com/jobs
http://tucson.com/cars
http://www.tucson.com/homes
http://www.tucson.com/rentals
http://www.tucson.com/shopping
http://www.tucson.com/health
http://www.tucson.com/travel
http://www.tucsonbridalexpo.com/
http://www.tucson.com/southweststyle
http://tucson.p2ionline.com/Flip/sitebase/index.aspx?adgroupid=127029&view=double&pageno=1&webstoryid=13603495
http://www.legacy.com/tucson/Obituaries.asp
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/daily/local/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/daily/college/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/high_school/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/sports
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/business/main.php
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/nationworld
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/opinion
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/blogs/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/lifestyle/
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/calendar
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/taste/
http://gcirm.tucson.gcion.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/news.tucsoncitizen.com/stories/local/176725826/88x31_1/OasDefault/Bedmart4/Bedmart_blk2.gif/31386666316539643438346466363630
http://gcirm.tucson.gcion.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/news.tucsoncitizen.com/stories/local/2113375159/300x250_1/OasDefault/TCCircpromo/300x250bb_66-off.gif/31386666316539643438346466363630
mailto:letters@tucsoncitizen.com
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/photo.php?pic=http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/photos/custom/l1207951860.jpg&storyid=82364
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/email.php?id=82364','emailpage','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=500,height=500'));%20x.focus();
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/altss/printstory/related/82364
javascript:void(x=open('http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/lettertoeditor.php?id=82364','editorletter','toolbar=no,location=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=500,height=500'));%20x.focus();
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/related/82487
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/byauthor/83611
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/byauthor/79718
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/fromcomments/87626.php
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/fromcomments/87640.php
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/fromcomments/87631.php
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/fromcomments/87534.php
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/fromcomments/87687.php
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/fromcomments/87639.php
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/fromcomments/87623.php
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/fromcomments/87635.php
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/fromcomments/87622.php
http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/fromcomments/87540.php


6/9/08 8:36 PMTramm : Az's choice: Fund schools, or prisons

Page 2 of 2http://www.tucsoncitizen.com/ss/related/82364
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A well-educated populace is a law-abiding populace, statistics show.

States with higher college enrollment rates also have lower violent crime rates, says an Aug. 30 report by the

Justice Policy Institute.

Rhode Island had the highest college enrollment rate in 2004, and its violent crime rate was 247.4 per

100,000 people, far below the national average of 465.5 per 100,000.

North Dakota, second in college enrollment, had even better numbers, with a violent crime rate of 79.4.

Arizona's violent crime rate for 2004 was 504.4 per 100,000 people - 8 percent above the national average.

That rate increased to 513.2 per 100,000 in 2005.

Arizona needs to get on the bandwagon and educate its people. That costs money. So do law enforcement

and prisons.

The big decision is whether the money goes to educate or to imprison.

Jennifer Tramm, a mother of two, is a journalism major at the University of Arizona.
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1. Comment by Woody C. (colemanok) — April 12,2008 @ 10:21PM

The education system should be the #1 priority of any public office.

2. Comment by robert h. (hbrand) — April 14,2008 @ 2:57PM

agreed!! start funding schools decently!
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